Poi Linh, Tinh Ban va Tap Ghi

NAO Al CON NHO?
Tran Panh Thu Thuwra April 8, 1975

hua quy bac, quy
anh chi, t61 ngéi on
lai  cau chuyén

thang 4. Ba 49 ndm qua,
cudc chién tranh VN d3 qua
di, nhung trong dau ti, van
nhé nhu in nhiing chuyén
xua. Ké thu cong san da
chon t6i ma tin coéng, do
day, t6i ¢6 co hoi lam duoc
mét viéc, thuc ra 1a tAm o
thuong, nhung diang vao
lac dau sbi lira bong do, thi
viéc lam cua toi tréd thanh
phi thuong. T6i da chan
dugc cong truong 5 VC,
ctru duge quan Thi Thira khong roi vao tay gidc, nhat 1a ciru
duoc qudc 16 s6 4, con duong huyét mach tir Mién Tay tiép té
thuc pham vé Sai Gon.

Cudc chién thang huy hoang da duoc dai phat thanh Sai Gon, Dai
BBC, Pai VOA khen ngoi va ca tung, tao khi thé phan cong manh
liét cho QLVNCH. Ngay do6 dang 1€ t61 dugc cho 1a ngudi anh
hung, néu t6i chét di trong tran danh. Nhung tiéc thay toi da
khong chét ma chi bi thuong. Thong thudng, ngudi doi chi cho
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nhirg nguoi lam anh hung khi da chét, con cho du chién thang
vinh quang ma khong chét thi ciing chi 1a nguoi linh tdm thuong
ma thoi. Udng qua! Gia ma ngay do toi hy sinh trén chién dia, dé
lai vo gda con coi, thi toéi da thanh anh hung roi. Than 6i, tiéc
qua!

T6i that khong ngo, sau nay khi c6 co hoi sdng sot, t6i di tim
thdy trong lich sir nhirng su kién qua tran danh Thu Thira ma
chung t6i, quan dan quan/chi khu Thu Thira da chién thing vinh
quang. Xin trich, dich duéi day.

Ngay do Lé buc Tho, nhan vat s6 2 cua cong san Biéc Viét sau
L& Duan, Dai tudng cdng san VO Nguyén Giap.

Thu twéng chinh phi VNCH ong Nguyén B4 Can va tac gia
George Veith trong sach “Black April” cta 6ng, tat ca da déu co
néi vé tran danh Thu Thira véi tAm quan trong cua chién cudc.
Toi xin trich dich ra day, kém theo mot bai da viét dé on lai cude
chién ma chiing t6i d4 chién thang trong 1 tran danh 49 nam qua.

Trich 1o Lé Pirc Tho:

“Sau hai lan B2 xin quan thi toi vao chién truong gip lac hoi nghi
Mién vira két thac. Toi dugc anh em bao cdo lai 1a d3 ban vé viée
danh Xuan Loc. Luc 4y toi ciing duoc biét trudc do, theo chit
truong cta Mién, anh em d& ddnh Thii Thira , duong s6 4, nhung
bi thiét hai nang né, khong giai quyét duoc chién truong?”

Ngoai ra con c¢6 bon dich ngoan ¢ chéng cy nhu tran danh vao
DPdng Du (Cu Chi), Nude Trong (Truong Thi Dirc, Trudng Thiét
Giap) 1a cac tran danh 4c liét tai Mién Pong thuong vong cua ta
khong phai 13 it. Do d6 t6i mdi co ¥ toan ban vdi cac dong chi
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ngung danh Xuan Ldc lai. Nhung nghe anh Diing noi, to1 cling
nghi c¢6 thé minh méi vao chua rd hét tinh hinh, cir dé cac dong
chi danh vay. Két cuc 13 anh em ta khong danh dugc Xuan Loc,
bi thuong vong ning phai rut ra.” Hét trich.

Paiy la trich trong cuén “Tong Hanh Dinh mua Xuin Toan
Thing”

Sau nay chinh V& Nguyén Giap cling da x4c nhan sy that bai nay,
nguyén van noi trang 317 nhu sau: “Dac bi€t & phia Tay-Nam
Sai-Gon, noi c6 dia hinh sinh lﬁy, tréng trai, bd doi va nhan dan
da phai vugt mudn van kho khan, danh thong hanh lang Tay-
Ninh — Kién-Tudng, lam chii mét phan séng Vam-Co-Tay, mo
ra mt vung giai phong, 16t sin lwong thuc, dan dugc, tao thé
thuan lgi cho mdt bd phan doan 232 tién cong vao Sai-Gon. O
Hudng tdy nam, Bo-Tu-1énh quyét tién cong vao thi tran Thu-
Thira va thi x3 Tan-An, khong danh chiém Moc-Hoa nhu trong
ké hoach cil. Tran Panh khong thanh cong vi quéan dich da phong
bi san”. Giap da khong néi rd nhitng ‘mudn van khé khan’, ‘dich
da phong bi sin...” 1a nhitng kho khan nao, phong bi nhu thé nao,
strc d6i khang tir dau t6i va bo doi cua Giap da c6 nhirng thiét hai
gi.

Vé phia Viét Nam Cong Hoa: Trich trong sach ciia thii twéng
Nguyén Ba Can. “Pat Nwée Toi” trang 412. Sau do, t6i quyét
dinh bay té1 Long An dé tham mat tran Tha Thira. Toi trd vé tinh
nha noi t61 phuc vy tir nam 1964 dén nam 1967, nim ma toi tur
boé moi truong hanh chanh dé ung cir dan biéu cho don vi Pinh
Tudng. Pai ta Tran Vinh Huyén tinh truong Long An don phai
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doan tai san bay nam trong
dinh tinh ly, bén canh qudc
16 s6 4. Pai ta Huyén da
tung lam viéc véi to1 tai
phudc Tuy tr nam 1962 t61
1964. Lic bay gid thiéu ta
Huyén lam pho tinh truéng
ndi an. Gap nhau tr¢ lai sau
10 nam xa cach, chua kip
mung va hoi han nhau,
chung t6i ai ciing gap rut
bat tay vao cong viéc, sau
khi phai doan dén dinh tinh
truong. Tai phong tinh
hinh, dai ta Huyén trinh
bay cho phai doan chinh
phti mat tran Tha Thira.

o Tha twéng Nguyén Ba Can
Quéan Thu Thura 1a quéan an

ninh nhat cta tinh Long An khi t6i vira tir Phudc Tuy thuyén
chuyén vé tinh nay. Luc bay gio tinh Long An d& mat 50% dt
dai va dan s, tron tay viét cong. Ngay toi rdi Long An quén ta
da tai chiém, binh dinh va kiém soat 95% dan s, giup cho )
luong dan biéu cta tinh Long An - Do luat dinh tuy theo s lugng
ctr tri trong tinh. TUr 1 trong cudc bau cir 1967, dugc ting 1én 3
trong cudc bau cir nam 1971... Trang 413. Tir pha My Thuan, hai
tinh Dinh Tuong va Long An ma t61 da tirng phuc vu ttr ndm 1957
t6i nam 1962 va tir 1964 dén 1967 chiu trach nhiém an ninh cho
quéc 10 sb 4, 1a huyét mach tiép té cho thu d6 va cac tinh mién
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dong. Rut kinh
nghiém thét bai thé
tham 1972, ky nay
VC dem hai su doan
5 va 8 vé sat ap
Pinh Tuong va
Long An, tin cong
truc dién Thu Thira,
cach xa tinh ly Long
An d6 10 cay sb vé
phia dong bic va
cach quéc 10 s 4
nim cdy sé vé phia
nam. Muc tiéu cua
bon chung la sau
khi chiém dugc Thit
Thura thi ching sé
dong chét trén quéc
Dai ta Trdn Vinh Huyén va 1o s0 4, mot mat
Thiéu ta Pinh Hang Cud'ng ngan chdn quan
doan 4 vé tiép vién
quan doan 3. Mat khac c6 1ap thu do vé moi mit, nhat 1a phuong
tién tiép té, tao khan hiém nhu yéu phém, dé tir bat 6n kinh té,
tién sang noi loan chinh tri. Pai t& Huyén cho biét CSBV huy
dong cap su doan chia nhau tin cong Tha Thira, dong thoi chan
danh su doan 22 di tan tir Mién Trung vé dong tai Bén Luc, dé
tang cuong phong thu tir xa cho thu do6. Chang tap kich su doan
22 1a dé cAm chén khong cho su doan nay xudng tang vién cho
luc lugng ta tai Thu Thura.
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Mic du trong thé 1 choi 3, 4 vé quan sb, quén ta di chién dau vo
cung anh diing va danh bat moi cudc xung phong liéu mang ctia
dich trong cac ngdy qua, quan ta van giit viing cac tuyén phong
thu tai Thu Thura. Trude khi do1 Long An, to61 hoi riéng dai ta
Huyén:” Néu bon chiing tran ngap Thu Thira, anh s& bi ¢6 lap véi
Sai gon va chi con cach duy nhét rat lui vé My Tho dé sat nhap
vao quan doan 4. Chi va cac chau ¢ dau?”. Pai ta Huyén noi véi
to1 mot cau ma té1 khong bao gid quén sau 28 nam xa cach
“Trong canh ngo nao, to1 cling s€ & lai vdi binh si cua to1”. Qua
that, anh hung Tran Vinh Huyén da & lai chién dau voi binh si
minh cho dén khi TT Minh ra 1énh dau hang, sau d6 anh phai di
hoc tap tai cac trai lao tu ctia Cong San. Hét trich. Hoi Ky chanh
trj Dat Nudc Toi cta tha twdng Nguyén B4 Can.

Sau diy 1a cudn sich bia cirng day 587 trang néi vé chién
tranh Viét Nam, cudc sup d6 ciia Mién Nam tir nim 1973-
1975, sach do tac gia George Veith viét, cé6 tén 1a “Black
April” trong nhirng trang 403, 404 va “footnotes” noi trang
534.

Xin Trich va Dich...

Cong truong 5 cdng san (su doan 5) chia lam hai canh quan, mot
mit tn cong phi trudng Can D6t Long An va dong chét tai QL4
phia Binh Tuong, luc lugng cong sdn danh vo phi truong b1 DPQ
(Pia Phuong Quén) danh bét ra, canh quan déng chét bi trung
doan 12 ctia su doan 7 nhd chdt va TrD. 12 tiép tuc tién vé hudng
béc va tan kich Cong Truong 5 cong san tir mit sau, sau 4 ngay
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George Veith va binh Hung Cuong

quan thao véi su doan 5 (-) ctia cong san, trung doan 12 di xé nat
mot trung doan cong san va giét khoang tir 4 t6i 5 trim mang,
v6i hon 30 tu binh bi bét séng. Pa s6 binh si VC tir bic xam nhap
v6 Nam déu nhé tudi, khong duoc huin luyén di lam moi ngon
cho chu luc va DPQ cua VNCH. Nhung chién thing cua trung
doan 12 VNCH ciing phai tra gia 37 nguoi chét va 90 ngudi bi
thuong.
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Két qua ciing twong tu nhu & Thu Thira, Chi ¢6 lyc luong Nghia
Quan canh gac trong quan ly quan trong nay, Cong san nghi la
mot muc tiéu dé dang, da sir dung mot don vi nhd dic cong, xam
nhap vao thanh phd trude khi troi sang, ching xdm nhap qua khu
chg, tn cong chdp nhoang vao dinh quan va bo chi huy chi khu,
chung diéu nghién 1a doan tau s& di tuan trén kinh thuong tro vé
sau khi tro1 sang, nhung khong may cho chung. Poan tau sang
nay di vé sém va tao ngd chién ngay véi doan dic cong cong
san. Tat ca toan dic cong Cong San da dau hang va bi bat giao
cho canh sat. Tinh trudng Long An da tang cuong cho Thu Thira
hai tiéu doan PPQ. Ngay ké (25), quan trudéng nguy trang cho
doan tau tuan giang trong mot con lach nho, dung hai tiéu doan
hanh quan luc soat tim kiém viét Cong, khi doan quan vira vuot
trang trong thi bi tAn cong bién nguoi boi mot luc lugng clia cong
truong 5 Cong san. DPQ di nhanh chong rat lui vé phia bo song,
va bi don xubng séng tao nguy co tan v&. Quén trudéng nhanh
chong diéu dong doan tau dugce du sau con lach nho, phan cong
manh liét. Ngay sau khi ban phu dau bang hoa luc diing ménh,
Cong San md man xung phong déng nhu mot dan qua khong 10,
den ca canh dong, chung di dung bién ngudi tin céng trudc mat
nguoi quan trudng, toi lap tue, ra Iénh doan tau, xung kich, 1énh
clia toi rat & rang cho doan tau 1a di chuyén doc theo kinh Thu
Thira tac xa 1én va xubng. Sau chiéc tau, mdi bén hong tau 6 3
stng dai lién, tong cong 18 khau dai lién 30, mot phat mot khau
dai lién c6 thé ban 350  vién dan, 6 chiéc tau co thé tac xa 6,000
vién dan trong mQt phut. Doan tau dugc 1énh dan hang ngang
trén song, 1énh cang rd rang hon, chiéc tau nio tring b40 hay b41
thi tuyét nhién khong duoc tiép ctru, phai tiép tuc di chuyén va
tac xa. Cong quan dang hing tiét xung phong ti diém chién
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thang, bat ngd bi khyung lai boi hoa lyc qua manh cia doan tau,
chung phan cong cip ky bang b40, b41 va sung cdi ban day trén
song, nhung may man thay, khong tau nao trang dan va di tao
nén 1 ludi lira trén song. Chung di bi tén thit ning va nhanh
chong rat lui dé lai xac chét dong bon nam day trén canh dong.
Cudc tin cong tran ngdp quan Tha Thira lam chang phai tra gia
dit, 122 mang séng bi chét theo bao cdo ciia DAO, Cong San
khong chiu rat, chung bam dia thé va phéo kich v6 quan ly. Bat
chap chién thiang to 16n cua quan Thu Thira, cong san van tiép
tuc siét chit vong vay...

Footnotes: Trang 534: Ghi chu 25:

Chién tran kinh hoang, ching ta mot choi ba hay bén ma Thu
Thira van ding viing cho dén ngay mat nude, cho du toi da bi
trong thuong ngay 13 thang 4, 1975. Cong nhan 1a Tro1 thuong,
chung ta di gap may khong bi danh bat ngd vi tao ngd chién gitra
dic cong cong san va dai doi tuan giang, dong thoi chung ta cling
tinh c& c6 may trung doi Nghia Quan trong quan khi sang som,
nén cudc chién luc dau da to ra vo cung thuan loi cho ta. Nhung
nhirmg may man ltc dau d6 khong thé lam ching ta chién thing
huy hoang trong trong tran danh lich st hom 8§ thang 4, 1975 va
cam chan dich dai dai cho dén khi mét nudc. day 1a Iy do ma toi
muén trinh bay. Tinh hinh chién su, tuy thudc vao tinh hinh chinh
tr1, thang 10, 1972, Kissinger da ¢ép VNCH ky hiép dinh “Da beo”
vo1 Cong San, At c6 quan ¢ dau thi c6 dan & do. Ngay tai phia
béc 14i Thiéu 1a khu phd Bung, noi cach Sai Gon khoang 20 cay
50, VC di dua trung doan Pong Nai ctia chiing gdbm 3 tiéu doan
K1, K2, va K3 chiém dong ving An Son, khu vudn cy phia sau
Bung va xa Binh Nham. Giao tranh dir d6i da xay ra, c4 nhan toi
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da trach nhiém chi huy khu vuc nay véi luc luong ¢o udt cua 1
dai do1 DPQ va khoang 10 trung doi1 Nghia quan, nho quan doan
tang cuong lién doan dac nhi¢m Bi¢t Pong Quan (BPQ) tiéu
doan 72, 64 va 65 BPQ. Chung ta da danh tan trung doan Dong
Nai ctia Cong San va BPQ ciing bi t6n that nang né. TD 72 BDQ
cta dai uy Hoang Vian Dé di t6n tht vua chét, vira mét tich ca
tram mang. Qua kinh nghi€ém do, khi duoc b6 nhiém 1am quan
truong Thi Thira, t6i d lo t6 chirc phong thu chu dao, tich liy
dan duoc, nudc udng, thuc pham va phat quang rong rii don bot
dé co xa truong. Hanh quin lién mién, hoan d6i linh trang khu
nay sang khu khéac, don nay qua d6n khac, myc dich khong phai
an tién cua linh ma tranh bi VC moéc ndi, ndi tuyén va tao tinh
than cho nguoi linh phai canh giac, khong con y y khi bi doi dén
mot khu vue c6 dia thé mdi la. Mot diéu nira 13 ngay sau khi hiép
dinh Hoa Binh gia tao Ba Lé ky két hom 27 thang 2, 1973. Hoa
Ky di lo bat tay voi VC, lay ti binh, it quan con lai vé nuéc,
thuc ra trudc d6 MACV sau doi 1a DAO da nhéan 1énh tir Ngii
Giac Pai, giam tir vong va rit quan trudc ca mdy trim ngan linh
trude khi ky hiép dinh. Nguoi My sau khi thoa thuan dugc vaoi
Trung Cong, dd ban dung VN, rat quin bat can quan Bic Viét
van & Mién Nam, té hai hon nita, ho d3 cin ct trén hiép dinh hoa
binh Paris, ct giam vién tro cho VN, khong xang, khong dan,
khong phu tung cho xe tang, tau bay. Trudc tinh trang ki¢t qué
chién cuy, chung ta khong con lai gi ngoai tinh than diing cam vi
linh ciing nhu dan déu biét rang cong san vo 1a minh chét, nén tat
ca dong 10ong chién ddu. Toi da lam hét sitc minh dong vién tinh
than ngudi linh, va lam mot cong viée liu linh khong thé tugng
tuong dugc 1a to1 ra mat 1€nh cho dai uy Loc, truédng ban 4 cia
t6i. Pai Gy Loc dan Thay Quan Luc Chién ddi vé chi khu, nhanh
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nhen va chiu choi. Mot khi sting nd, cong san tin cong quan ly
Thii Thira thi l4p tirc, dai uy Loc 1y doan tuan giang qua song
cudp kho gao ctia ong Ba Bai dem vé chi khu phét cho linh an.
Pua linh chi khu chiém cay xing trong quan, liy xing chd linh
hanh quéan. T4t ca cho nhu cau chién tranh, khong hanh dong tio
bao, ngoai luat 1¢ thi cling chét, ma roi cong san vo duoc thi
chung ciing chiém cho linh cta ching an va ddnh minh. Phai ra
tay trude. To1 da tan dung strc luc, khon ngoan va hiéu biét cua
mot ngudi chi huy co trach nhiém dé cung dong gop cho cudce
chién. Do day mat tran Thu Thira sau nhitng dot tAn céng vii bao
ciia Cong San ma van séng sot cho dén ngay mét nudc. ...

Tran chién da 49 nam qua, t61 da khong chét, khong dugc da ngua
boc thay, khéng duoc ngudi doi cho hai tiéng anh hung. Néu
manh dan di vao dau t6i ghim sdu mot ti thi cudc doi t6i dd mod
yén ma dep, vo con roi s& khong biét troi vé dau. Bay gid toi da
c6 don sdng sot, trong khi bao ban ddng ngii cia toi di ra di,
chung ta da chét cho mot cudc chién diy phi Iy, ma ké chién
théng la mot 10 doc &c bao tan, vo luan, vé dao dic da nuong
theo thoi co va ban c& chinh tri chiém ca nudc ma sat hai, tra thu
chung ta va day doa dan toc ching ta ca mot nira thé ky qua. Toi
xin d6t mot nén hwong 1ong cau nguyén cho nhitng ban bé t6i,
nhirg ngudi linh tran va nhimg ngudi chién hitu cua toi da bi
day ai trong nhitng trai ti co cAu cuc kho cho t6i chét. Mong linh
hén cac anh dugce siéu thoat. Toi ciing mong hon thiéng séng nui
gitip cho nhitng ngudi trong thé hé tré trong ciing nhu ngoai
nudc dong 1ong 1ong dtng 1én tranh du cho tu do dan chu cho
Viét Nam.
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HAI SU GIA NGU'O'l MY TANG SACH
CHO PINH HUNG CUONG

1. Joseph L. Galloway
author of the book We
Were Soldiers Once...
And Young, sending
the book with his
writings:  For  Major . &
Cuong Dinh — District “5
chief Thu Thua - @
Thanks for all you did in 4
the long, hard war.
Thank you also for | -
coming to America & contributing so much.

GUri sach tang tac gia: Gui thiéu ta Cuong Dinh - Quan Truéng
Tha Thira. C3m on cho sw chién déu lau dai cho cudc chién kho
kdn. Cling cam on da dén nudc My va déng gép qué nhiéu.

Ky tén Joseph L. Galloway. April 7, 2006.

2. George J. Veith,
author of the book Black
April  1973-75.  His
writing: To Cuong Dinh
with  great  respect.
Sincerely, George Veith.

Glri sach tang tac gia:
Gui toi Cwong Dinh véi
sw kinh trong to lon.
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